


Full-Time MBA
2021 essay questions

As part of the application process to the W. P. Carey School of Business, you are required to answer the following essay questions. Type your answers below each question, then save and upload this document when you submit your application materials.
	

ESSAY QUESTION #1
Describe your career path both immediately upon graduation, and five years post-MBA.  How will the W. P. Carey MBA help you accomplish these goals?  (500 words or less)

Upon graduation, my main short-term goal is to apply the skills acquired from the MBA at W.P. Carey in climbing the corporate ladder of the company that I currently work in. More specifically, I aspire to be the lead engineering project manager for several major projects in the company, which will allow me to acquire more management and leadership experience. I am driven by my desire to offer my best to the company since I believe that it has been essential in providing me with most of my experience in the Project Engineering field. Furthermore, I plan to understand more regarding organizational behavior and strategy from the MBA and use this knowledge to influence the organizational atmosphere in the company that I currently work for. Subsequently, I plan to attain a major administrative position in the company to form a solid basis for my future managerial aspirations. Such a position will grant me more managerial influence which will be crucial for my long-term career aspirations.
  	I plan to achieve some of my long-term career goals in about five years after completing my MBA. From the experience gained in these five years, I aspire to create and manage an exceptional project engineering firm that that is founded on client and employee satisfaction as well as diversity. Through this firm, I aspire to achieve my ultimate managerial goals in creating an organizational environment that brings the best out of a well-skilled and diverse workforce while fulfilling customer and shareholder needs. The MBA will be essential in equipping me with the relevant capabilities to create such an environment, as well as manage the shareholder and customer demands through a sustainable business plan. Furthermore, I believe that an MBA will enhance my ability to identify the industry gaps that need to be filled and lead my team to fill these gaps to maintain a competitive advantage. 
	 I am certain that an MBA from W.P. Carey will help me achieve these short and long-term goals because not only is the institution among the best in the United States for this particular program, it also emphasizes a comprehensive approach to learning that is based on applying what is learned to solve practical problems in our lives. Furthermore, I believe that this institution will allow me to interact with some of the most exceptional individuals in an environment that fosters quality connections and exchange of valuable knowledge and experiences between individuals. Also, I chose W.P. Carey because I learned that the full-time MBA program in the institution entails interactions with various professionals in the field who act as guides for the students. In my opinion, this is one of the best ways to learn since other professionals are sources of valuable real-life experiences that can be applied later in my career. An MBA from W.P. Carey will also enhance my skills in utilizing technology in the current technological era to effectively manage a project engineering firm. I believe that the future of effective business management rests on technological prowess. 

ESSAY QUESTION #2
Based on your unique personal and professional experiences, what specific contributions do you plan to make both in and outside of the classroom while a member of the W. P. Carey learning community? (500 words or less)

My personal experience in the United States improved my ability to adapt to new and uncomfortable environments. I moved to the United States in 2010 for my high school education after which I was accepted to Wilkes University where I graduated with a Bachelor of Science with Engineering Management as my major. Moving to the United States presented one of the most challenging periods in my life because I was alone in a strange environment. However, I realized that I can be resourceful in some of the most extreme circumstances because I managed to adapt to such an environment, create a social life and simultaneously maintain satisfactory grades in school. However, one of the most valuable lessons I learned regarding new environments and uncomfortable situations is that ingenuity is essential in identifying how to bring out one’s best qualities to match the different circumstances in new environments. Therefore, I will add to the community at W.P. Carey through my resilience and ability to adapt to uncomfortable situations. 
My professional experience from working several years as a Project Engineer has improved my capabilities in relating with clients. More specifically, I have acquired various skills in objectively paying close attention to the client’s demands while leaving room for flexibility in case they change their minds or experience significant alterations in the market circumstances. Additionally, I have acquired a better grasp of the dynamics involved in the allocation of time and resources to effectively manage various engineering projects. Furthermore, I have progressively acquired more experience regarding the ethical considerations of project management through various encounters that involve moral dilemmas. Additionally, I have enhanced my critical thinking skills and problem-solving ability in certain situations. As such, I have acquired expertise in working together with clients to meet their specific requirements while considering the company’s objectives. I am certain that my experience in project engineering will be advantageous to the members of the W.P. Carey community due to the various real-life encounters that have improved my decision-making abilities in ensuring that projects are done to the clients’ satisfaction.
Furthermore, my professional experience in engineering project management has improved my team-working capabilities. Fundamentally, the project management experience has taught me the value of input from different departments in ensuring a smooth project management process. I have also improved my communication skills since communication forms the basis for effective coordination between the different team members. Also, I have enhanced my tolerance for conflict, as well as improved my ability to practice positive conflict management activities. As such, I have improved my ability to work with other individuals as a coherent team that acknowledges the differences of each person in the team so that they are comfortable enough to expose their best qualities. I believe that this enhanced team-working ability will enable me to create connections with the other members of the W.P. Carey community. This will be immense in promoting an effective exchange of knowledge within and outside the classroom setting.
  

ESSAY QUESTION #3 (OPTIONAL)
Please provide any additional information you would like to bring to the attention of the admission committee. (250 words or less)

My passion for leadership and entrepreneurship is at the core of my managerial aspirations. Over time, my conception of leadership has changed such that I view leadership as a means of creating valuable human connections as opposed to passing instructions. I aspire to be the type of leader that can create and sustain good relations with subordinates based on mutual respect and open channels of communication. I want to learn how I can recognize and enhance the creative and innovative potentials of the individuals that I manage, as well as learn from them. I believe that adequate leadership is based on identifying a way of eliciting the best attributes of each subordinate. I also wish to learn how to maintain employee satisfaction and loyalty to create a sufficiently motivated workforce. I also aim to learn how I can effectively recognize and reward employees for exceptional work to encourage hard work and creativity.
By completing my MBA, I aspire to learn how I can blend entrepreneurship with adequate leadership for effective management. I wish to learn how I can be more risk-averse such that I encourage the risk-taking abilities of my subordinates. However, I aspire to be more skilled in responsibly allocating resources to entrepreneurial adventures and monitoring their utilization to discourage careless risk-taking behaviors. Furthermore, I want to have a better understanding of the entrepreneurial mindset and how it can be cultivated in the subordinates. Ultimately, I want to learn how to sustain a profitable business.] 
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